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Optical links have become a commodity in high energy physics experiments, as they have in telecom and datacom networks.  However, the specific constraints found in detector front-ends often make it difficult to directly import the rapid progress observed in commercial optical links.  This paper compares the characteristics of optical links developed for LHC tracking detectors with those found in typical datacom and telecom networks.  From this comparison, we draw elements that might be characteristic of fast readout links developed for high energy physics in the coming five years.
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